Thailand is an independent kingdom in south east Asia, formerly known as Siam. The name Muang T'ai means land of the free people and, modified to Thailand, was adopted in 1939. The country is mountainous in the north, barren in the east, but has a central fertile alluvial plain and a long narrow hilly strip in the south, which is part of the Malay peninsula.
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Rice is by far the most important crop but others include sugar, cotton, tobacco, and teak. Life in Thailand used to be easy. The climate is hot, the land fertile, and there are few natural disasters such as typhoons, floods, or earthquakes. As a result the people have cultivated a great sense of relaxation and fun (the art of "sanuk") because they could always rely on there being fish in the streams and rice in the fields. Over There has been a lot of discussion as to why there are so many Thai prostitutes, why they are so good at their job, and why Bangkok has become the sexual holiday centre of the world. There is general agreement that a major factor is poverty in the large families of the farming community, especially in the north east and north. Girls from Chiangmai and the north have a reputation for being the most physically beautiful and sexually attractive in the whole country and are the most sought after by the connoisseurs because of their alleged enthusiasm for the job. Another factor may be that Buddhism is the only major religion in the world which does not specifically prohibit and condemn prostitution, and in fact takes a very tolerant attitude to it. Strong guilt feelings are not generated by prostitution, and it is a way of life in Thailand which brings a higher standard of living, a certain recognition in society, and easy, quick money.
Male prostitution is still poorly recognised even in the capital but bars, night clubs, and steam baths with a marked homosexual atmosphere exist in many places. Part time prostitution by both sexes is increasingly frequent and-the money is used to pay the bills for a rapidly rising standard of living. 
